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Keats and Shakespeare sought to evolve their own mythologies;
Wordsworth satisfied his imagination in the contemplation of
Christian dogma, which considered as a mythology is absolute,
where those of Shakespeare and Keats are halting and inexpres-
sive. But a dogma is not merely poetry, as we have said. It is
a great deal more. In Wordsworth the non-Christian tradition
in English poetry once more adopted Christianity; but to its
detriment. Wordsworth's later poetry is therefore the most
perfect comment we have upon the present state of the mind of
our civilization; for Wordsworth, who, when all is said and
done, possessed one of the most powerful imaginations of
our time, sought out Christianity and made it his own, only
to impair, though by no means to destroy, the sources of his
poetry. And we choose before the dogmatic poetry of the later
Wordsworth the poetic failures of Keats and of Shakespeare.

5
There is, before we proceed briefly to summarize
the argument of this essay, another aspect of the relationship
between poetry and religion which calls for comment. And it
is an aspect which we can discuss through the help of M.
Bremond's remarkable book Prayer and Poetry. The argument
of M. Bremond's book is sufficiently familiar to excuse me from
attempting to summarize it at any length. It is, in effect, that
all poetic apprehension is essentially mystical, that the move-
ment of the poetic mind is necessarily towards a state of prayer,
a goal and consummation from which the poet turns away
in order to carry through the task of expressing himself in
his verse. The thrill which great poetry affords is the thrill
of a mystical experience which does not know itself for what
it is, and which therefore does not proceed to the finality of the
actual mystical contemplation of, or penetration to, the trans-
cendent. Such 'secondary* mystical experiences as we are given
in poetry are, in their essential character, moments in which
we enjoy an awareness which is not intellectual but intuitive;